
 

                                            

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome to February! Throughout the month we will be celebrating the 100th day of school, 

Presidents’ Day and Valentine’s Day.  In addition, we will learn about dental health and 

much, much more! 

 

Language Arts/Writing Workshop 

During this month we will revisit many of the letters we learned.  We will be reviewing the 

capital letters and reinforcing the sounds. 

 

You will see some homework activities will have your child write a response.  As we 

discussed in last month’s newsletter, the children are using invented (kid) spelling.   Here 

again are the strategies to use when trying to write words to formulate sentences.  They 

include; 

 

 Stretching out a word “like a rubber band” or “tapping it out” to hear each sound. The 

“invented spelling” in the beginning stages of writing are fine. 

 Searching for words around the classroom and in books (i.e., word wall, color and 

number words, etc.). 

 

Please encourage your child to use these same strategies at home.  The best way to help your 

child is to guide them in stretching out a word.  Avoid spelling words for your child.  If the 

word is somewhere in your home (i.e., book, wall, etc.) encourage your child to be 

resourceful and find the word.  Remind your child to use the sight word ring in his (or her) 

book bag.  Your child can find the word he needs to incorporate into his writing.  If you have 

any questions about the writing process, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

They are attempting to write sentences to go with their pictures.  I am encouraging those 

children who are comfortable writing sentences to add on by writing more than one 

sentence.  We have discussed that stories are told with more than one sentence.  We will 

soon learn by adding the word “because” to our writing, it allows us to add detail. 

 

In February, we will continue to develop our personal narratives.  Next, we will learn how to 

write “How to” stories.  The children will learn that writers use their own writing to teach 

others how to do things.  We will experiment with this “procedural” form of writing. 

 

Reading Workshop 

We continued to review strategies readers use when they come across a new word. Some 

strategies include getting their mouth ready by looking at the first letter to help stretch it out; 

looking at the picture; thinking of a word that makes sense. We also learned readers only 



read the words that are on the page and discussed the importance of making meaning out of 

the text we read.  Readers do this by looking at the pictures, thinking about what has 

happened (or what is going to happen), reading with expression and more.  Our readers 

learned that punctuation marks help the reader know how to read each sentence.  They know 

that using a variety of these “super reading powers” help them to become stronger readers. 

 

I have attached some of these reading strategies as a reference tool to utilize when reading 

with your child. 

 

In the near future, your child will be taking home his (or her) “Just Right Book”.  These 

books are ones your child can read independently.  He is not expected to know all of the text.  

This gives your child an opportunity to practice utilizing his “super reading powers” 

(reading strategies) when trying to read those unfamiliar words. Sometimes your child will 

be invited to take other kinds of books home from his reading bin (i.e., star books, shared 

reading books, etc.)  Continue to read books to your child as well.  Ask questions and 

discuss the text to make sure your child is making meaning of the print. 

 

We will continue to learn how readers use patterns in literature to help them figure out the 

stories.  We will also continue to discuss how readers always make meaning as they read as 

well as reinforce reading strategies previously taught. 

 

The children have uncovered that each story has a beginning, middle and end.  After reading 

the literature we try to find these components of the story.  This has helped them learn what 

a summary is and how it helps when you retell a story.  We have also observed (in most 

cases) the main character has a problem by the middle of the story but usually resolves it by 

the end. The children have done a great job searching for these components of a story as well 

as identifying the main characters, setting, etc.   

 

During this month, we will learn about ourselves and the world by reading for information.  

Although we will continue to learn “how to” read, our young readers will also discover that 

readers “read to learn”.  We will explore a variety of non-fiction text to reinforce this 

understanding. 

 

Math 

We are learning about numbers zero to twenty. We will compare quantities as well. 

 

Fundations 

Over the next few weeks, our class will focus on the following letters; v, w, z and q(u).  We 

will also continue to practice how to “tap out” monosyllabic words. 

 

Heartprints 

We will be celebrating acts of kindness for Valentine’s Day and the 100th Day of school.  

Soon we will be reading a wonderful story called Heartprints, by P.K. Hallinan.  The author 



provides concrete examples of how you can show someone you care.  These acts of kindness 

are called “heartprints”; an impression left when someone displays an act of kindness. 

 

For the 100th Day of school, I am asking the children and their families to display and 

record acts of kindness.  I will be supplying you with stationary over the next two weeks to 

record the information.  We will share them and use these hearts to make a large heart.   

 

Since this is such an important message, I will be continuing this theme throughout the 

school year.  The heart stationary will be available in school.  The children can take it home 

as needed.  I am extending it to all family members.  If someone in your family has 

performed an act of kindness he (or she) is invited to record it on a heartprint.  Your child 

can celebrate it in school by sharing and placing it on our large heart.  I will be sending the 

hearts home in the near future. 

 

Science 

We are finishing up our unit on simple machines and will in the near future, begin our unit 

on cycles.  We will first be discussing the various seasons of the year. 

 

Social Studies 

We will continue to discuss “economics”.  In this unit, we will learn about needs and wants, 

goods and services and community workers. 

 

Scholastic Book Order 

Please send in your February book order by next Friday.   

 

Valentine’s Day 

If your child was planning on sending Valentine cards, please keep the following in 

mind; 

1. Have your child make one for every friend in the class.  Our buddy class is 

joining us.  The total number is 25 students. 

2. Have your child sign his or her name but please do not address them with 

each child’s name.  Leaving it blank will expedite our delivery system! 

3. Send the cards to school (in a bag with your child’s name on the outside) by 

Wednesday, February 13th. 

 

Please note:  If you choose to send in treats along with your cards, please make it a 

non-food item.  Any food sent in will unfortunately need to be returned.  Sending cards 

is optional (only for those children who choose to do it).   

 

That’s it for now.  I will keep you posted throughout the month! 

 

       Sincerely 

       Mrs. Zimmerman 

        



 

 

 

 


